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Another
Man's
Treasure

Retro? Modern? Dumpster-diving Meazell’'s
cool collages are a bit of both | By Chris Kelly |

Ar a glance, the broad shoulders and imposing physique
of artist Michael Macedo Meazell, 42, relegraph ex-
football-player. But his body language is adrenaline-free,
Auid and mellow. Meazell is a gentle man who'’s spent
his life tackling ideas, not quarterbacks. “This is Baby
Girl,” Meazell says as his sturdy hand tenderly strokes a
black-and-whire kitten that has taken up residence in his
home/studio in the First Ward near Downtown.,

Along with Baby Girl, his compound is also home
to a massive freestanding garage-like space where he
creates gleaming, semi-retro wall-hanging collages and
assemblages—some of which will be shown at Colton
& Farb Gallery (2445 North Boulevard, 713.869.5151)
Jan. 29-Feb. 27—and a small wood bungalow that was
once his grandparents’. The house, like his work, is
an rather sentimental affair combining a hodgepodge
of things that make him happy—a bulbous Mickey
Mouse lamp, for one, and an old jukebox from the now
defunct Tex-Mex restaurant Josephine’s Café, which his
grandparents opened on the north side after WW1I.

“When 1 was a kid, I'd pretend to be sick so |
wouldn’t have to go to school,” grins Meazell. “Then I'd
suddenly make a full recovery knowing that my mother
would send me to the café for the rest of the day to help
my grandparents. | loved it there, and I still prepare
some of my grandmother’s salsa and beans.”

But art, not cuisine, was Meazell's passion, and,
from childhood through college at Lamar University,
he studied and created art, such as watercolors. During
post-grad coursework at MFA's Glassell School, he delved
into assemblage. It was a choice born of necessity.

“I didn’t have enough money to buy art supplies,”
he says, “so I'd drive around Houston going through
garbage cans and dumpsters and finding all sorts of
marterials for my work—paint, old photographs, greeting
cards, stamps, fabric, maps.” And he’s still inspired by
the same sort of treasures. Taking abourt six months
per piece, the artist makes collages digitally, mixing in
manipulated computer scans of found objects such as
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coins, cigar box tops and kitschy '60s magazine photos. Then
he prints the assembled images on six-foot aluminum panels to
which splashes of paint are later added. The result is meant to
be joyous, merging modern with wistful, as memorabilia from
bygone eras float together on shiny, contemporized surfaces. “I
create only positive pieces. | describe them as nostalgic.”

Meazell’s collectors include Colton & Farb Gallery
backer Lester Marks and P.R. firm owner Maggi Jones.
“Michael’s work is deeply emotional,” observes Jones.
“Each piece sequentially evokes laughter, smiles, sighs and
a remembrance of the past with fondness, while the actual
piece ... is absolutely contemporary.”

Given all of his success, you might wonder if Meazell

MAP QUEST Meazell digitally
collages computer scans of found
pbjects such as maps and cigar-
box tops, prints the assemblages
an aluminum panels, and then
adds colorful splotches of paint,
He shows new work this month at
Colton & Farh Gallery.

still dives into the trash for art. The answer is yes. “One
of my greatest dumpster finds is a family Bible from 1842
with handwritten notes abour the family tree and imporrant
family events,” he says, adding that he used the discovery in
an assemblage. "Can you imagine someone tossing that?”

Luckily, some such discarded keepsakes find a new
purpose in Meazell’s thoughtful work. As he pucs it, “There
are so many stories to tell.” El
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